APPENDICES
out consideration of personality or religion. All present or absent,
must know that this is my belief. All must know that there is neither
majority nor minority in this country. The minority are the
majority and vice versa. We must make use of a ny person whomsoever
he may be and choose him to carry on the work which he can do;
and I therefore desire the nation to help me by maintaining tran-
quillity and peace. All 'Iraq looks to independence and civilization,
the Beduin and the villager alike. For I see the Beduin who never
came before to the cities are now asking for a piece of ground to
cultivate and a canal to irrigate it. This also makes me hope for
success.
'We need two things: firstly, the maintenance of peace in all
parts of 'Iraq and secondly, patience. Let me say that "Iraq for
eight hundred years has been governed by foreigners, passing from
one tyranny to another till it reached its present stage. Give rne one
year for every hundred, or one for every two hundred —in four
years time come and ask me for an account of what I have done.
But you must not be in too great a hurry, you must not be rash: do
not let the sentiments of race and patriotism boil in your blood. The
nation is busy with the swearing of allegiance. There may be some
difference of formulas but all aim at one goal — independence. We
must work with tranquillity and not hurry, lest we fall before
reaching fundamental needs.
'I, Faisal, say to you, that my desire is Arab independence*
Who does not wish for independence? The very beasts of ths field
desire it. If I did not hope to attain it I would not be here. I am
determined to overcome obstacles and I am certain the nation will
support me.
*Let me say a word of a more general kind about the inter-
relation of states. All are busy with their own affairs and every
nation that desires to live must form a part of the community of
people so that the interests of all may be realized. We are wanting
in men of learning and experts, and money, materials and all that
W necessary to civilization. These will not drop from heaven but
we must ask for them from one of the nations of the world. The
nearest nation to us, geographically and economically, is Great
Britain, and our interests agree with theirs. So we stretch out our
hand for mutual support as a free independent people and ask
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